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SECRET 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 02125 010615Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

012223Z 123595/55 

R 311458Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2483 

SECRET DAMASCUS 2125 
EXDIS 

FOR ATHERTON FROM MURPHY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SY, US 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED CALL ON ASAD 


Message Text 


REF: (A) DAMASCUS 1897, (B) STATE 69121 

1 . CHECKED WITH ASAD'S PRIVATE SECRETARY MARCH 31 AND 
CONFIRMED THAT PRESIDENT CURRENTLY EXPECTS BE IN DAMASCUS 
AT LEAST THROUGH APRIL 10# TOLD PRIVATE SECRETARY I WOULD 
HAVE MESSAGE TO DELIVER NEXT WEEK AND, TIME PERMITTING, 

HOPED ALSO TO HAVE RUNDOWN OF SADAT-CARTER MEETING (DAMASCUS 
REFTEL). PRIVATE SECRETARY PROMISED ADVISE ME IF PLANS 
DEVELOP FOR ASAD TO TRAVEL BEFORE APRIL 1 1 WHEN I LEAVE FOR 
WASHINGTON. 


2. ON THIS BASIS, I WILL DELAY MY MEETING WITH ASAD UNTIL 

I RECEIVE SIGNED ORIGINAL OF LETTER DUE HERE IN POUCH WEDNES- 
DAY. APRIL 6- VICE TUESDAY, APRIL 5 (STATE REFTEL)-AND PLAN 
TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT SOMETIME BETWEEN THURSDAY, APRIL 7 
AND SUNDAY, APRIL 10. 

3. IF SUMMARY OF SADAT VISIT TO WASHINGTON WILL NOT BE 
TRANSMITTED APRIL 7, WOULD APPRECIATE NIACT ADVICE THAT DAY. 
LACKING THAT SUMMARY, PLAN DEVOTE MEETING PRIMARILY TO PROBING 

SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 DAMASC 02125 010615Z 

PRESIDENT'S THINKING ON RECENT PALESTINIAN AND LEBANESE 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

MURPHY 
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